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Fall and Winter Birds of Northfield, Minnesota, 1920 - 1921. 

BY J. W. HORNBBCK. 

Northfield is situated about forty miles south of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. It is a most favorable locality for bird study. The 
Cannon River, which flows through the heart of the city, provides 
timber, thickets, and weed patches, within short walking distance 
to the north and south. On the east the cemetery furnishes eighteen 
acres of pine, spruce, balsam, and other evergreens. Carleton 
College Campus, with its chain of lakes, attracts water birds as 
well as land birds ; while St. Olaf College Campus, spreading over 
the hills on the west, harbors species which frequent the open woods. 
The outlying country is a typical dairy-farming region, spotted 
here and there with patches of timber land. 

This report includes the six-months interval from September 
i, 1920 to March i, 1921. With the two or three exceptions, 
noted in the column of the Table headed "Remarks," all of the 
records were made within the city limits of Northfield or, at the 
fartherest, within a zone a half-mile wide surrounding the city. 
Observations in town and on Carleton College Campus were re- 
corded daily, and regular trips were made about three times a week. 

The third column of the Table gives the date of migration of a 
number of our summer residents. Since the date, September first, 
is chosen arbitrarily, it will be in the interest of completeness to 
list a few additional species which remained late into August, but 
which migrated before the first of September. The date when last 
observed will be given for each species. 

Indigo Bunting last seen on Aug. 20th. 

Cowbird last seen on Aug. 25th. 

Cuckoo, Yellow-billed last seen on Aug. 25th. 

Humming Bird last seen on Aug. 20th. 
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Purple Martin last seen on Aug. 23rd. 

Oriole, Baltimore last seen on Aug. 23rd. 

Vireo, Red-eyed last seen on Aug. 29th. 

Warbler, Yellow last seen on Aug. 20th. 

Woodcock last seen on Aug. 23rd. 

Note 1. — (See Table) A small flock, five or six, of Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were seen regularly among the evergreens in the cemetery 
until January 9th. They withstood sub-zero weather in December. 
The week following January 9th brought cold weather again which 
culminated in a driving snow storm on January 16th, with a tem- 
perature about twelve degrees below zero and a forty-mile gale. 
The Kinglets disappeared. Whether they perished in the storm 
or were forced to migrate, there is no way to tell. It is significant 
to note that the Brown Creepers, the Slate-colored Juncoes, and 
the Tufted Titmouse, survived the storm and spent the rest of 
the winter here. 

Note 2. — The Tufted Titmouse is very rare' in this state. 
So far as the writer has been able to ascertain, this is the fifth 
published record of the Tufted Titmouse in Minnesota. The 
four preceding records are found in the " Review of the Ornithology 
of Minnesota," by T. S. Roberts, Professor of Ornithology and 
Curator of the Zoological Museum in the University of Minnesota. 
(Published May, 191 9. See. p. 25.) The four are all winter records 
of single individuals, and in three out of the four cases the bird was 
seen with Black-capped Chickadees. Strange enough, our visitor 
this winter brought along none of his relatives and he was invariably 
found keeping company with the Chickadees. Correspondence 
with Professor Roberts has brought out his confident opinion that 
the Tufted Titmouse will soon be found nesting in Southern Minne- 
sota. It is generally resident wherever found. 

ABBREVIATIONS IN THE TABEE — Column 4, reg. for 
regularly; column 7, S. R. for summer resident; W. V. for winter 
visitant; Mig. for migrant; H. H. for half hardy, referring to 
species the bulk of which migrate south in the fall while a few 
usually spend the winter; column 8, com. for common; 
T. com. for tolerably common; V. rare for very rare. 
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